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ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

Archaeological  survey of 3 miles (4.8 km) of State Road 134 near Washington 
Pass, San Juan County, New  Mexico, revealed one historic  Navajo  hogan  and one 
occurrence of seven lithic artifacts. The survey covered 54.5 acres (22.0 ha) and 
required one person/day in the field, I t  is recommended that the hogan be  avoided 
during proposed road maintenance activities.  The seven lithic artifacts have been 
recorded and no further work is recommended  at that location.  The  survey  was 
performed at the request of William L. Taylor of t he New Mexico State Highway and 
Transportation Department by the Museum of  New Mexico,  Office of Archaeological 
Studies, on August 28, 1990, 

Project: 4 1.493 (Washington Pass) 
Permit:  Navajo  Nation B9039. Expiration date: August 31, 1990. 
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INTRODUCTION 

At the request of  William L. Taylor of the New Mexico State Highway and 
Transportation Department, 3 miles (4.8 km) of right-of-way  along State Road 134 
were  surveyed for archaeological remains. The entire existing 150 ft (45.7 m) 
right-of-way corridor was surveyed between  mile posts 15 and 18 for a total of 54.5 
acres (22.0 ha) (Fig. 1). Timothy D. Maxwell of the Museum of New Mexico, Office 
of Archaeological Studies, performed the survey  on  August 28, 1990. It  is 
recommended that the hogan  be  avoided  during  proposed maintenance activities. 
One Navajo hogan, dating to the early  twentieth c ntury, and artifacts lithic artifacts 
were recorded. 7 

PROPOSED  ACTION 

The New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department proposes to 
conduct maintenance operations on a slide area within this  portion of State Road 
134. 

SURVEY METHODS 

Before beginning  field work, the records at the Historic  Preservation Division, 
Archaeological Records Management System, were  reviewed  for the locations of 
previously  recorded sites in the  project area. Also examined  were the National 
Register of Historic Places and the State Register of Cultural  Properties,  The  project 
area was inspected by walking  zig-zag transects  across the unpaved strips of land 
within the  existing 100 ft (30.5 m) right-of-way, resulting in 100 percent coverage 
of the right-of-way. 

PROJECT AREA 

The  project area lies  within unplatted lands of the Navajo  Reservation.  The 
surveyed area was  between  mile post 15  and 
mile post 18 The  surveyed area extends 
from approximately 4.5 mi west of Sheep Springs toward the summit of Washington 
Pass. 

One previously recorded archaeological site exists near the  project  corridor. 
The site is a historic Navajo hogan, LA 78588, about 80 m south of the highway 
right-of-way. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

The surveyed area  encompassed  an elevation change of approximately 780 
ft (238 m), rising  from 6,820 ft (2,079  m) to  7,600  ft (2,317 m) on the eastern 
slope of  the  Chuska  Mountains.  Local topography is characterized by broken 
terrain with numerous, deeply cut drainages and sandstone outcrops in the lower 
elevations of the survey to mountainous terrain with small meadows in the higher 
elevations. 

Vegetation in the lower elevations consists of pinon, juniper, rabbitbrush, big 
sagebrush,  and low prairie grasses. At the other end of the survey, local  vegetation 
is dominated by ponderosa pine and small stands of oak. 

Depending  upon the elevation, the  eastern slope of the  Chuska  Mountains 
receives  between 12 and 16 inches (304-406 mm) of annual precipitation (Martin 
1986:43; Bennett 1986a) and has between 90 and 120 frost-free days (Bennett 
1986b:47). Most  of the precipitation arrives in the form of summer thunderstorms, 
but  between 24 and 36 inches (610-914  mm) of snow  can fall during the winter 
months (Bennett 1986c:53). 

CULTURE  HISTORY 

No synthesis of the eastern slope of the Chuska Mountains has been  written 
but some discussion can be  found in Banks and Del Bene (1987, n.d.) and Kemrer 
and Lord (1984a, 198413). In brief, the majority of prehistoric sites on the eastern 
Chuska slope are lithic  artifact scatters with low frequencies of artifacts and no 
datable artifacts. Chert outcrops  associated with vesicular basalt flows  around 
Washington Pass were  frequently  visited by prehistoric  people  to  obtain  the high 
quality chert. This  material  was  widely traded throughout the  San Juan Basin 
during the Archaic, Basketmaker, and Pueblo  periods  (Shelley 1980). It was also 
found at the Cattle Guard site,  a Folsom  period site in south-central Colorado (Jodri 
1987). 

Banks and Del Bene (n.d.:14) report that only  four  Paleoindian  projectile 
points have been  found in the Chuska Mountains  but argue for a widespread but 
sparse Paleoindian occupation of the Defiance  Plateau  and Chuska Mountains. 
Intensive use of the Defiance  Plateau and the Chuska Mountains by Archaic 
populations may have had two peaks--one during the San Jose period (3000-1800 
B.C.) and one during  the En  Medio period (800 B.C.-A.D. 400). However, the San 
Jose period materials have been  recorded  only  on the plateau. A few Cochise 
Tradition  projectile  points have also been found  on the plateau. 

Lithic artifact  and sherd scatters  are the second most frequent type of site 
found in the Navajo Forest. Most of these  date to the Pueblo I through  Pueblo I11 
periods (Banks and Del Bene n.d., table 10). Architectural sites of these periods 
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have also been found,  but in  lower frequencies. Banks and Del Bene (n.d.) report 
that 15 architectural sites  have been  recorded in the  Chuskas but there are three 
times as many on  the Defiance  Plateau. 

Navajos were living  in the area by the 1600s (Brugge 1983), but Spanish 
records make little  mention of this  region.  Navajo  raiding of Spanish populations 
occurred  throughout the Spanish Colonial,  Mexican, and U S .  Territorial  periods. In 
1849, the Navajo leader, Narbona, was murdered by American troops after a 
meeting with  Indian  Agent James Calhoun near Washington Pass. This  resulted in 
increased  friction  between  Navajos and new settlers. In 1868, after the Long  Walk 
of 1864, when the Navajo were removed to Fort Sumner, New Mexico, this area of 
the Navajo  Reservation was included in the original 1868 treaty (Goodman 
1982:56). A trading post was built at Naschitti in 1886 and a mission and  day 
school  were  established a few years later. 
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SURVEY RESULTS 

Survey revealed one historic  Navajo  hogan and  one occurrence of seven 
lithic artifacts. It is recommended that the hogan be avoided  during  proposed 
construction  activities. The lithic artifacts have been adequately recorded and no 
further work  involving these artifacts is recommended. 

LA 79901 

Site type:  Hogan. 

Cultural/temporal  affiliation:  Historic  Navajo. 

Elevation: 6,980 ft (2,113.5 m). 

Local environmental  settinq:  Pihon,  juniper, big sage, rabbitbrush, and low grasses 
occur around the site. 

Ownership:  Navajo  Nation. 

Description: The hogan is now collapsed  but was possibly a cribbed-log  design and 
constructed of sawn and axe-cut logs.  Two  upright posts still exist on the  east side 
of the structure (Fig. 2). 

The only artifacts found  were one tin can, similar to paint cans,  one  coffee 
can, and one enameled bowl.  Both  of the tin cans have locked and lapped seams. 
Mass production of this type of seam began shortly  after the turn of the century so 
the earliest possible occupation date for the  site would be about 1900. 

An erosion channel is beginning to develop immediately to  the east of the 
hogan.  The head of the channel is forming near the hogan  entryway. 

Inferred site use: The  paucity of artifacts suggests short-term occupation of the 
site. 

Recommendations:  The  boundaries of the site have been marked and it is 
recommended that the site be avoided  during  proposed maintenance activities. 
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ISOLATED  CULTURAL  MANIFESTATIONS 

Type:  lithic artifacts. 

Cultural/temporal  affiliation:  unknown  prehistoric. 

Elevation: 7,240 ft (2,192.3 m). 

Local  environmental  settinq:  Piiion,  juniper,  big sage, rabbitbrush, and low grasses 
occur around the site. 

Ownership:  Navajo  Nation. 

Description: A total of seven flakes (Table 1) occur within a 100 sq m area. Six of 
the flakes are red Washington Pass chert and resulted  from the tertiary stage of 
reduction. All six  flakes are under 1 cm in any dimension. There is also one 
tertiary  flake of basalt measuring 1 by 2 cm. The area has been disturbed by 
vehicle  traffic  using  this fairly broad,  flat  locale to park or turn around. 

.. - . . .. " . . .. -. .. . . ." .. . .. - - .. . . 

Table 1. Lithic  Artifacts. 
Artifact Type 

Flake 

Flake 

Flake 

Flake 

Flake 

Flake 

Flake 

Material Type 
Washington 
Pass chert 

Washington 
Pass chert 

Washington 
Pass chert 

Washington 
Pass chert 

Washington 
Pass chert 

Washington 
Pass chert 

Basalt 

Stage of Reduction 

Tertiary 

Tertiary 

Tertiary 

Tertiary 

Tertiary 

Tertiary 

Tertiary 

Length x Wfdth x Thickness (cm) 
1.0 x .7 x .1 

.6 x .2 x . 1  

.9 x .9 x .2 

.6 x .3 x .1 

.5 x .1 x . 1  

.7 x .5 x .2 

1 .o x .9 x .2 

Inferred  use:  Temporary  hunting  or  gathering station. 

Recommendations:  The few flakes present have been adequately recorded and no 
further work is recommended at this locale. 
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